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April Meeting

Date: April 30,- 1985
Place: St. John's Episcopal Church
Room 010, Education Bldg.
River Oaks and Westheimer
Time: 2#30 33 0VVFiti:To BeTied
8:00.....Main Program: Chris Phillips and Mitch Whitney
"Saltwater Fly Fishing With A Local Flavor"

March Meeting

A record crowd of 76 people, including 21 new members and guests,
enjoyed a superb program given by Jim Kent of Big Sky Expeditions. Floating
and fishing Montana's Smith River Canyon was the subject, and if Jim's
trips are as well-organized and entertaining as his presentation, anyone
looking for a unique Montana experience will do well to contact Big Sky
Expeditions in Livingston, Montana.

In the business portion of the meeting, Brian Bilinski announced
that Orvis is co-sponsoring a day-long seminar and auction for the benefit
of the American Museum of Fly Fishing. Also working on the event will be
Cletus Dodd. It will feature Lefty Kreh and Ted Niemeyer and will be held
at the Bayou Club on May 11ith. The cost is $250.00. Call Brian at the store.

After hearing from Robert McCurdy at the February meeting, the club
members at the March meeting voted to donate $500.00 to the Clean Clear
Colorado Association. If you want more information or want to contribute
as an individual, write Robert at 802 Rutherford Place, Austin, Texas 78704.

-~
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Fly-tying

The second intermediate fly tying session will be held May 9th,
7:00 PM at the church. Ed Rizzolo says the subject will be stoneflies
and the instructor will be none other than Norm (Lack O'Hackle) Crook.
All members are welcome. ~

Gary Borger

It gives us great pleasure to announce that Gary Borger will be at
the Orvis store on Saturday, May 4th. Then on Sunday, May 5th, he will
hold a seminar for our club at Adam's Mark Hotel from 9:00AM to 5:00PM.
Gary has written some fine books, including the classic, Nymphing, but
is probably best known now for his wonderful series of video tapes.
Don't miss this chance to meet Gary in person. The cost for Sunday will
be $15.00. =~

Outings
Chairman Doug (Bring 'Em Back Alive) Irby is planning an outing

to the Guadalupe at Sattler (near the dam) on April 27th and 28th. Call
Doug at 966-5231 (o) or 496-9476 (h). o

The Federation Of Hly Fishers

If you've recently joined our club, congratulations. You'rea .member
of a fine organizaion; one that will open the door for some great fun and
fellowship. For $20.00 more you can complete the job and join people all
over the world in supporting our wonderful passtime. You do this by joining
our parent organization, The Federation Of Fly Fishers. What will the
Federation do for you? As John Scarborough always says: That's not the
point. It's what you can do for the Federation. But now our erstwhile
president has arranged a deal for you. TFFers joining the Federation will
receive free fly-casting lessons from experts in this club. Federation
members also receive an excellent magazine, The Fly Fisher. Give your

check to Tony Woods at the next meeting or mail it to him at the club address

E ¢
Want Ads

Miss Classified reports that Ed Sanders has an eight foot Leonard
"Diamondback" graphite rod for 5/6 line, with cloth bag, aluminum tube,
Scientific Angler System 5 reel, two extra spools, and three lines. The
price, a bargain $165.00. Call Ed at 537-2760. o

Club Business

New members should know that most business at club meetings has been
reviewed beforehand by the Executive Committee, which usually meets the
Monday evening following the monthly club meeting. All members are welcome.

Call John Scarborough at 461-2855 to confirm the date and time.
-~



An Introduction to Port O'Conner

By: Eliot Tucker

(This is the third in a series of articles by Eliot on Port 0'€onner.
To follow along, you need to have nautical chart #11319. One place you
can buy this chart is at Baker, Lyman & Co., 602 Sawyer, Suite 100. $2.50.)

The second area at Port O'Conner requires navigating some deep
water, so be careful. Either by turning left at Saluria Bayou or by
running out the end of the "little jetties" (to the west of marker #50
in the Intracoastal Canal) and turning right, you can reach the east
shoreline of Bayucos and Saluria Islands. (The large olive area on the
chart,) Just below the little jetties (£ inch on the chart) is "Ruins."
You will see two rows of old pilings. Trout love this place as long as
the tide is moving. Fish the edge of the grassy shallows by drifting
or wade fishing from there down to the east outlet of Saluria Bayou for
trout.

Below Saluria's east outlet where you will see the ruins of the old
Coast Guard station is a hard sand flat, crisscrossed with little guts.
If you see birds working, it will probably be over ladyfish and black-
tipped sharks in the 18 to 24 inch range. Use yellow and chartreuse
weighted streamers for the sharks. If the water is clear, you can
wade this beautifully clean flat barefooted, a wonderful sensation in
itself.

Follow the shoreline to Fish Pond. You could get into Fish Pond
at the end of last season by staying left, swinging right before you
get to the telephone poles, then turning left again to run between the
last and next to last poles on the north side of the entrance. If's not
easy but it can be done. Rather than give up, just pull your boat toward
the poles until you find the channel. Once in Fish Pond, you will
find it has a narrow gut about 15 feet deep down its center. Either side
and the far end have very wide grassy flats that scream "Redfish!"™ and
produce plenty "of them. '

A word of caution is needed here. The chart of Pass Cavallo leaves
out a huge semi-U-shaped peninsula that runs east from the two ponds
southeast of "Matagorda," begins to turn north at "Pass," and runs parallel
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to the shoreline to a point about % inch below the buoy called Pelican
Island on the chart. FI don't think that buoy is actually there.) This
makes the run to Fish Pond somewhat protected, but can confuse the heck
out of you when you see land to your left as you run the shoreline
toward Fish Pond. Just remember that it is not Decros Point.

Fish Pond is a fly rodder's dream. The grass is deep and full so
the water is usually clear. Much of it has a hard bottom. Not all of it.
Its salt grass shoreline is a redfish's cafeteria. It is worth the trip.
Check your tide charts and fish it on moving water, preferably incoming,.or
early ebb. Get out before the end of the ebb.

(Next month the famous and dangerous "Middleground.") g

Book Reviews

By: John Hannah

The Haig Guide to Trout Fishing in Britain, and The Haig Guide to
Salmon Fishing in Scotland. Both edited by David Barr.

Maybe we could get Jim Beam
or somebody to do this in our
country. In Britain the Haig
whisky people (no "e" in Scotch
whisky) have underwritten the
publication of these two beautiful
fishing books. The editor, David
Barr, is an English lawyer who
contributes to sporting period-
icals on both sides of the big
drink. The contributors are
Britain's big-name angling writers,
like Gordon Mackie, Arthur Oglesby,
and Wilson Stephens. Stephens,
who edited The Field for twenty-
six years 1is a splendid writer
and he contributed to both
guides.

Trout fishineg, in that beok's
title, means brown trout. Rainbows
are rare in Britain and sea trout
get some attention in the salmon
guide. In addition to being a
geographical guide, the trout
volume contains some interesting
and entertaining essays about that
species. The weakest part of the
book is Col. Eric Hay's pedantic
chapter on chalkstream fishing.

If you want to read about how to
fish English chalkstreams, choose
another book. The editor quotes
another English angler named :
Cholmondeley which is, of course, pronounced "Chumly."




(5)

The salmon guide, even though it covers less geography, is a
larger volume. There is something about salmon angling which causes
writers to expatiate grandly. Big fish, big writing, I suppose. But
the book is pleasurable reading.

Both books contain plenty of maps and magnificent photes. The
places where trout and salmon hang out in Britain, as in most of the world,
are very scenic places. The books are heavily fly-fishing oriented.
In the trout book Barr says, "It is assumed that the fly is the accepted
method of trout fishing." Hear, hear. Most of the fly patterns mentioned,
not just the salmon ones, are unfamiliar to us Americans.

The two books are in conflict on one matter. The salmon guide
states that all game fishing of any kind is banned in Scotland on the
Sabbath. Absolutely without exception. The trout book states that you
can fish for trout in Scotland on Sunday. I think the trout book has the
right information Does anybody know for sure?

Fishing News

Dave Hayward spent a week halfway across the Pacific at Christmas Island.
Staying at the Captain Cook Hotel, on a trip arranged by Frontiers,

Dave enjoyed wonderful fishing, working the small schools of large
bonefish that inhabit the blue-green lagoons of the island.

Dave took 70 bonefish to seven pounds on white or tan Crazy Charlies.
Extra excitement occurred when Dave was knocked down by a four-foot
black-tip shark. His camera was ruined but otherwise the incident
ended with a top-water sprint in olympic speed, but no injuries.

While his bachelor buddy was island-hopping in the Pacific, newlywed
Jim Davis was learning what many of us have known for years: marriage
and fishing don't mix. Jim's pretty wife, Wendy, wisely keeps the drag
tightened-down on the big redhead. His fishing is limited to the golf
course pond in front of their home.

However, in true Orvis fashion, Jim has been catching the daylights
out of the golf course bass, using a new two-weight outfit. One giant
bass towed Jim around for a while, before breaking off.

John Ghrist spent a week alone exploring Toledo Bend and Houston
County Lakes. A strong wind followed him from one lake to the other,
but John caught some nice bass on small bluegill poppers.

While visiting relatives near Fayetteville, Mark Hollier got
permission to fish a small, half-acre pond on a neighbor's property.
It didn't look like much, and Mark was not confident as he tied on a
Zonker. -He worked out some line on his new Orvis 9/4 Western series
rod, and sent the fly toward some brush. As he started his retrieve,
there was a swirl and he was fast to an angry four-pounders. Our

astonished club secretary then caught and released ten bass from two
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to four pounds from this tiny and very secret pond.

The combination of an intermediate line, white deceivers, and
Chris Phillips' skill was. too much for the guys throwing spoons.
Try as they might, they could not keep up with the numbers of trout
Chris was catching in the Chandeleurs in early April.

The specks Chris .caught ranged from two to four pounds, and
he was landing 25 per day. He lost some big ones too. He was fishing
with gulf coast legend Rudy Grigar. A highlight of the trip was when
Chris stalked and hooked a 25 pound jack, which he spotted tailing in
waist-deep water. A big jackfish on a fly rod soon turns from a thrilling
skirmish to a grueling battle for survival, but Chris finally prevailed,
landing his biggest fish ever from the Chandeleurs.

We are entering the time of year for some great angling adventures.
Please call-in your fishing news to Ken Jacoby at 409-273-2991 (h) and
713-999-6669 (o). We'd like to hear from all of you. It's really very
painless, and the catch doesn't have to be dramatic. We just want to
hear from you.




a wider gape and will stick more fish.

L LOBE TYED

One of Dave Whitlock's many creations which caught this
Angler's eye and piqued his imagination several years ago was the
= —— hare (hairy) waterpup. Its easy to tie and is a great bass getter.
Dave originally tied it on a No. 2 salmon iron but a stinger hook has

This bug is fished with a

sink tip line and a 6' -~ 7' leader. After casting the bug wait a

bit for the tip to sink, make several

short strips, rest and strip

again. If you're in clear water you can then appreciate this animal's

aquatic antics.

You'll need these materials, Mustad or Eagle Claw stinger hooks
size 2 or 4, black monocord or nymo "A". Dyed rabbit hide (you pick
the color), deer body hair dyed to match and plastic doll eyes and

flashabeau. A weed guard is optional.

Debarb and sharpen hook. Attach tying thread
about 1/3 of distance from eye to point above
barb. Wrap thread back to point above barb.
Cement windings.

3

throw on a

Dub enough fur from the hide onto your 5
tying thread to build an underbody. Wrap
thread back to starting podint.  Half hitch.

Cut a strip of hide 1/4" wide and about 1%
times as long as the hook shank.

Tie this hide strip in on top of the shank 6.
at the spot you finished your dubbing. Use

4 or 5 tight turns of thread and 3 or 4 half
hitches. Cement your thread & tie off.

4. Reattach thread behind underbody.
Pull hide strip tight and bind down.
Be sure to fold hair forward so it
won't be bound down the hide. Use
or 4 turns of . thread then
DN i whip finishé&
tie off.
Cement thread

Reattach thread in front of body. Tie in

4 or 5 strands of flashabeau on either side
of the hook. These should be no longer tha
the under body. Cut a clump of deer hair
and spin with the tips facing aft. Cement.
Cut and spin another clump-

Spin deer hair until the shank is filled.
Trim the head as indicated and attach doll
eyes with shoe-goo. Figh & enjoy!






